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Mission Statement  
Of St Paul Lutheran Church  

 
 

Led by the Holy Spirit we will  
 

REACH out to those in need  
 

PREACH the Good News of Jesus Christ  
 

TEACH the grace of a loving God  

Pastor: The Rev. David Brobston 
WORSHIP: Sundays at 9:30 am 
Wednesdays:  
 Holden Evening Service @ 7:00 p.m. 
671Clinton St., Defiance, Ohio 43512 
Phone: 419-782-5771                      
splcdefipastor@gmail.com  
splcdefipastor@gmail.com  
stpaulyouthandfamily@gmail.com 
Web Page: www.stpaulelcadefiance.com  
Simulcast on 102.7 FM 
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August 2016!!! 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  
 

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 
no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 

This is one of my favorite Biblical texts. It's the perfect reminder for you and I to embrace our 
identity in Christ.  A reminder that when we are in the inner circle that those outside are just as 
valued as those in the loop- a reminder that when we feel left out that we are just as valued as 
those in the know.  This text brings us back to reality when we are feeling high and mighty, and 
lifts us up when we are feeling abandoned and forgotten.  
 

In truth, I think this text is significant for Christ's Church as we move forward in mission.  This 
summer we have had multiple opportunities to show unity in Christ.  Gentle Worship  is a      
constant reminder to us of the ministry that happens when Christians come together to witness to 
the love of God in Christ Jesus. Flood Relief called folks from St. Paul and other Christians 
around Defiance to partner with Christians throughout the country in delivering much needed 
supplies to isolated parts of West Virginia.  Defiance Community VBS shows the community the 
amazing grace of God as members of various congregations use their gifts to share the wonderful 
message of love and hope in Jesus Christ.  Finally, The Tent Revival  calls together folks of many 
traditions, even the Mormon Missionaries were in the congregation on Thursday night.  We come 
together to worship, to praise, to pray.  We come together to stand against the narrative that    
people are destined to be in conflict. 
 

I said at the Revival, I said it on the radio with Rick Small, I said it to Tim McDonough in the 
newspaper interview and I want to repeat it again here.  Just because the media narrative is that 
people MUST be in conflict due to race, socio-economic realities, backgrounds, gender, beliefs ð 
we have the opportunity, and I would argue from Galatians the RESPONSIBILITY to stand 
against the narrative that permeates our culture this summer.   
 

As Christians, we seek unity.  We will have a chance this fall to hopefully join with our Roman 
Catholic brothers and sisters to study a document forged in unity, òFrom Conflict to               
Communionó - a study of 500 years of Lutheran ð Roman Catholic conflict, and 50 years of        
intense  theological discussion on the ways in which we differ, seeking to find consensus in our 
understanding.  
 

As we move deeper into political season, as television news inundates us with anger and           
divisiveness, as the world seems to swirl deeper into anger and conflict may we heed the call of 
St. James, òBe quick to listen, slow to speak, and slower to anger.ó 
 
Blessings 
 

PD+ 
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