
1 

 

 
 
 
 

Mission Statement  
Of St Paul Lutheran Church  

 
 

Led by the Holy Spirit we will  
 

REACH out to those in need  
 

PREACH the Good News of Jesus Christ  
 

TEACH the grace of a loving God  

VOLUME 22 , ISSUE  4                      April 2019 

Pastor: The Rev. David Brobston 
WORSHIP: Sunday School at 9:00 am 
        Confirmation at 9:00 am 
        Worship/Communion at 10:15 am 
 671Clinton St., Defiance, Ohio 43512 
Phone: 419-782-5771                      
splcdefipastor@gmail.com  
lynnsplcoffice@gmail.com 
stpaulyouthandfamily@gmail.com 
Web Page: www.stpaulelcadefiance.com  
Simulcast on 102.7 FM 
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April 2019  

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
 

Growing up with a May birthday I always loved the saying, òApril showers bring  

May flowersó - to me that meant that beauty would be springing up all around my 

birthday.  I mean, what spoiled only child wouldn't think that, right?  As I grew I  

realized that along with May flowers there were also difficult times like April Mud, or 

late Spring floods.  With the good of flowers and crops and the bad of mud or flood I 

still love a nice spring rain, one of those rains that you can smell coming, those dark 

blue gray skies you can see, the roll of thunder you can hear and feel.  
 

In a previous conversation a pastor I worked with used to say at Baptisms, òI promise 

that these baptismal waters will cause your child to skip right by the terrible twos or 

troubled threes.ó  He said it with a chuckle, but he said it every Baptism.  I need to  

admit I would sit up front, in the view of everyone and just shake my head.  I was a 

Pastor who looked more like a disinterested acolyte at times, there is my confession 

for the month.  
 

We all know that Baptism doesn't prevent tough times in our lives.  We all know that 

Baptism doesn't prevent our children from going through those tough years growing 

up, we all know that Baptism doesn't keep us from having those difficult times in our 

lives.   
 

Luther said much about Baptism that informs us about how our Baptism impacts our 

daily life. In the Small Catechism Luther encourages the Christian to return to our 

Baptism each and every day. "In the morning, as soon as you get out of bed, you are 

to make the sign of the holy cross and say: 'God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit watch 

over me. Amen."  
 

For us as Lutheran Christians, according to Luther Baptism "signifies that the old 

creature in us é is to be drowned and die through daily  é repentance, and é that 

daily  a new person is to come forth and arise up to live before God in righteousness 

and purity forever."  
 

You heard that right.  DAILY!  Baptism is not something we do one time where  

water is poured on us and a Pastor proclaims that we are Baptized in the Name of  

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Baptism for us is a daily event, 

something that renews our life and faith, something that gives us new life.  Truly,  

we are Born Again each and every day.   
 

Even with the mud and floods of life, we have the promise of daily rebirth.  Even with 

storms and struggles that we face each day, we have the promise of God's presence 

with us.  Each and every day we have that reminder that we who were once no people 

are now God's people, a holy nation, a royal priesthood.  Thanks be to God for the gift 

of Baptism.  

 

Blessings  

PD(+)  

 

St. Paul Lutheran Newsletter -church council  
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St. Paul Lutheran: Council Meeting Minutes 
March 12th, 2019 

 
                  
Attendance: Pastor Dave Brobston, Jason Frederick, Ryan Mack, Stacy Barker, Lori Brandt, Dick Burk,  
Andrea Wardinski, and Julie Sasseen 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 6:00 pm. Pastor Dave opened the meeting with prayer and devotion. 
 
1. Pastor's Report 
 a. Review of Upcoming Events: 
 Lenten Soup Suppers ï Holden Evening Prayer begin 3/13/19 
 International Conference of Police Chaplains Training March 17 ï March 20, 2019 
 Holy Week: 
  Maundy Thursday April 18, 2019 ï Worship with Foot Washing and First Communion 
  Good Friday April 29, 2019 ï SPUMC Community Service 
      Stations of the Cross 
      Worship at SPLC 
  Easter Sunday April 21, 2019 ï ONE SERVICE ï Remind Family and Friends!!! 
  Blessing of the Fleet, Badges & Helmets May 15, 2019 
      Fleet ï 6:30  
      Badges & Helmets ï 7:00 
 b. Past Months Events 
 Baptism ï Fett/Johnson ï February 17, 2019 
 Burning of the Palms included folks from Christ Lutheran in Continental 
 Bishop's Bible Study began March 10 
 c.  OF NOTE FROM THE BISHOP'S REPORT ON THE COB MEETING 
  - Revitalizing withering congregations: congregations shrinking, growing older, 30%+  
  will close in the next 7-10 years, make space for discernment, dwell in God's word,  
  imagine God's future, Focus on  Mission, Share the Journey. 
  - Some Comments on Congregational Vitality 
   1. CV is hard work and it down not happen overnight. 
   2. CV is a journey that has to bring people together. 
   3. Accompaniment for Pastors is crucial and common. 
   4. The theme of pilgrimage is important for the church. 
   5. Realizing that you will leave some things behind. 
   6. Diversity is the key to moving into God's preferred future. 
   7. Change happens when the normal system of governance is disrupted.  
  
2. Secretary's Report         
 a. January 8th, January 27th Annual Congregational Meeting, and January 13th Constitution Review 
 Meeting Minutes were reviewed and accepted.  
  
3. Treasurer's Report 
 a.  February Total Income: $17,451.18  February Expenses: $21,334.88  February YTD Net Income: -
 $3,883.70 
 
4.  Youth and Family 
 a.  Palm Sunday, April 14th, special youth event during Sunday school hour.  Fun activities will be 
 done to explain Palm Sunday and lead into Holy Week.  Palm Sunday may be more exuberant than 
 usual!  Potluck will follow after worship service.  
 b. High School youth are attending the High School musical this week to support 2 of our members 
 who are performing.  Our youth attended Ash Wednesday services together.  And the impact of the 
 message that evening had a bid impact on one of them. Youth groups will be sitting together four 
 Soup Suppers and then worshiping together during Lent.  High School youth have begun requesting 
 prayer time.  The idea of a chapel space to increase the opportunity for our youth to have a church-like 
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 place for prayer and even youth worship service on Wednesday evenings is exciting to consider.  
 c. Tent Revival date will be moved due to Pastor Dave being in Ireland.  
 d. The Women's Recharge Team has begun their new year and the schedule is set for the year.  The 
 next retreat will be on Feb 1 &2, 2020.  
  
5. Stewardship  

 b. Contact to be made to people who have not yet picked up their envelopes.  
  
6.  Trustee Report  
 a.  Parker House 
  - Tenants changed kitchen flooring and wall paper was removed. They are now   
  experiencing a drip at the kitchen faucet. 
 b. Lock has been fixed on the kitchen door. 
 c. Building Use Request ï Lori Schultz ï May 9th 3-8:30 pm & May 10th 6-9 pm in Sanctuary ï   

 Approved.  
 
7. New Business 

 a. Ryan Mack to reach out to see if we can have SPLC put on one of the anniversary Christmas   
 Ornaments for the town.   
 b. Discussed Picture Directory options and desire to have one completed for the 150th anniversary. 
 c. Discussed need to start planning for SPLC's 150th Anniversary Celebration. The date needs set.  
 SPLC was established on November 7th, 1870 
 d.  Trees need trimmed along Triangle Park for the Tent Revival so the tent fits under them. 
 e.  City is now charging for the use and delivery of barriers.  We will need to check on the cost for the 
 Tent Revival.  
 f.  Question was brought up if we have shopped around for best banking options. Discussed  
 John Boesling has handled it for us so we have always stayed with our current bank for that reason.  
 g. Discussed safety concerns with Secretary's office as she is often at the church by herself and has 
 no route of egress if there is potential danger.  Dick will check on options for a door that has a safety 
 window.   
 h. Contact Budget Blinds and Deluxe Cleaners to see if we can get estimates on new blinds for Luther 
 Hall.  
 
Meeting closed with The Lord's Prayer at 6:52 pm 
Next Council Meeting will be held on April 9th, 2019 at 6:00 pm. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Newsletter  

            SCHEDULES FOR APRIL 2019  
 

 

 

ACOLYTES:    

07 Ryne Maag 
 

 

 

CRUCIFERS:  

07 Calib Brashear  
 

 

 

LECTORS :  Steven & Kristin Wendell  
 

 

 

USHERS:     

07    Team 1, Jason Frederick, Captain  

14  Team 2, Buggs Sierra, Captain   

21    Team 2, Buggs Sierra, Captain  

28    Team 3, Mike Pierson, Captain  
  
 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS:   

07    Jim & Cathy Martin    

14    Jim & Dianne Kline 

21    Jan Sisco 

28    Available  
 

 

 

When you have flowers, please ask that days 

usher captain to remove them from the altar 

for you. Thank you.  
 

 

 

BULLETINS:   

07   Jim & Cathy Martin    

14    Jim & Dianne Kline 

21    Jim & Mary Ehlinger  

28    Mary Geiger  
 

 

 

COMMUNION SET -UP & SERVERS: 

07  Stacy Barker, Julie Sasseen  

14 Lori Brandt, Jason Frederick,  

       Mike Pierson  

18  Lori Brandt, Julie Sasseen  

21 Set-up: Jason Frederick, Julie Sasseen  

     Presenters: Jason & Nicki Frederick  

     Servers: Lori Brandt, Jason Frederick,  

                      Julie Sasseen  

28  Stacy Barker  
 

  

FINANCIAL  REPORT  2019 

 

January  Income  $  19,287.12 

  Expenses    ( $  24,237.21) 

  Total             ($    4,950.09) 

 

February  Income  $  17,451.18 

  Expenses    ($  21,334.88)  

  Total            ($    3.883.70) 

 

 

 

AVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT  

2019 

 

January  -        86 

February -   121 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

 
LAY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTORS:  

Mert Grogg  

Jim & Cathy Martin  

Bill & Jane Parker 

Dyle & Eleanor Roth  

 

ALTAR GUILD TEAM FOR APRIL:  

 Ann Essex 

 Dee King  
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